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Dear participants,

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to be here today.

My name is Kateryna, | am Ukrainian.

In 2025, | had the opportunity to take part in the International Youth Peace Seminar in Hiroshim
a. For me, this was a very important experience. | had heard about this city before, read about it,
and seen photos, but being there in person is completely different. | was interested in sharing my
own experience and hearing how others see themselves, the world, and peace.

The seminar brought together young people from different cities in Japan, as well as from Taiwa
n, India, and China. It was an honor for me to represent both the Yokohama YMCA and Ukrainians
— a nation that has been living for years in the reality of war, loss, constant struggle, and the abs
ence of peace.

That is why the topic of peace is not abstract for me. Peace is not just a beautiful word, noris it o

nly a wish or a dream. Peace is truly essential. But | deeply believe that it is impossible to create p



eace without addressing what takes peace away. We cannot talk about peace while closing our e
yes to aggression. We cannot demand kindness from victims while aggressors continue to act. W
e cannot simply say, “Let’s live peacefully,” and pretend that problems do not exist. Peace does n
ot appear on its own. It cannot be built if we ignore violence, fear, and injustice.

Peace is not the temporary absence of the sound of explosions. Peace is safety, freedom, and di
gnity for every person. And for peace to become a reality, we must have the courage to call things
by their real names and to address the root causes of conflicts, not only their consequences.
Before coming to the seminar in Hiroshima in 2025, | traveled home to Ukraine.

That trip once again reminded me why we talk about peace — for real people: children who wan
t to go to school safely, parents who dream of a secure future for their families, and elderly peopl
e who want to live their later years without fear. For those who returned from captivity, and for th
ose who gave their lives so their families could live. For my family, for complete strangers, for tho
se caught in the crossfire of war, and for all of us here, each of us feeling in some way the econom
ic, political, and cultural impact of Russian aggression.

Coming from Ukraine to Hiroshima, | saw something in common between them. Different histori
es and different contexts, but shared pain and a shared lesson: humanity has no right to forget w
hat war leads to. At the same time, humanity has a responsibility to do everything possible to ens
ure that such tragedies never happen again and never begin — or at least are not allowed to conti

nue.

[ truly believe that meetings like this and conversations like these matters. They help bring us clo
ser to a world where peace is not a temporary pause, but a normal state. Thank you for giving me
the opportunity to speak about the things that matter deeply to me — and | hope, to you and to

many others around the world.

Thank you for your attention.



